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Calling All Volunteers - we need your help!

KAccording to the National Council on Pet Population Study &
Policy, sexually intact dogs and cats top the list as pets that are
most likely to be relinquished. These animals are usually younger
mixed breeds who receive a death sentence before their life has
even begun. With a staggering number of 6-8 million cats and
dogs entering shelters each year*, there is no time to lose. Lo-
cally, Indianapolis Animal Care and Control is having to euthanize
anywhere between 60 to 100 animals a day! We need your help
to educate pet owners about the lifetime commitment they have
embarked upon, teach children kindness and responsibility to
animals, and to continue our spay/neuter programs for low-income

families and individuals.
*The Humane Society of the United States

We thank you for your continued support through your mem-\
bership, donations, and sales from our annual nut fundraiser.

Currently, we are in the process of expanding and building our
organization to avoid even more unnecessary euthanasias and
animal cruelties that have resulted from this overpopulation crisis.
If you have any spare time to help us, weid love to have you. For a
list of volunteer opportunities, please visit spayneuterservices.org/
volunteer.htm, send an email to info@spayneuterservices.org,
or call 317.788.6330. Remember, there is no small task in this
war that we are trying to pght. Feel free to join us at one of our
board meetings. Contact us for dates and times. We look forward

to hearing from you!

MemorialScontinued

In Memory of Clover & Chloe
-longtime companions to Xandra Hamilton

Gail Jean, Jean Ditzenberger, Irene Hefyey, Susan

Burton, Carole Harris, Walter the Wonder Dog, Mr.

Dickens, Dudley Kingsbury, Precious Finot, Marilyn
Greenlee, Carol Kubli

In Memory of Molly
-a wonderful & loving family dog

Dave & Judy Harvey

Founded in 1977, Spay-Neuter Services of Indiana, Inc. is
dedicated to help end pet overpopulation in Indiana by providing
affordable options to spay-neuter surgeries. Centrally located in
Indianapolis, SNSI consists of volunteers who work on behalf of
the many unwanted and neglected animals in this state.

Board of Directors:

Kathy Able Xandra Hamilton
Verna Boggs Judy Harvey
Dotty Carpenter Christine Jeschke
Joey Cross Robin Maine
Jean Ditzenberger Jane Yakey
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Animal Hoarding
for the love of animals?

Animal hoarding is becoming a common occurrence.
Every day new cases are being reported across the country
and many others have yet to be detected. The Indianapolis
media has reported on two cases of hoarding in August
resulting in the seizure of 44 dogs and cats. These costly
removals put not only a pnancial strain on the municipalities
that are holding the animals, but an emotional one on
the often malnourished dogs and cats. But, what exactly
separates a true hoarder from someone who genuinely loves
and wants to help animals?

Pet Hoarder or Pet Lover?

A hoarder will put their needs prst. Itis more important
to them that they are surrounded by animals rather than
provide them with basic care. They are oblivious to the
conditions that they have created around them. Often, their
living conditions are deplorable with fecal matter, urine, and
garbage surrounding them. The animals are sometimes
locked in cages stacked on top of each other and suffer
from starvation, a lack of veterinary care, illness, and
even death. The hoarder is in complete denial that there
is anything wrong with the care that the animals are being
given despite the deteriorating conditions that they live in.
They never turn away an animal and even embark on efforts
to acquire more pets.

Recent research supports the pndings of a 1981 study
conducted on multiple ownership of animals.® The study
found that most of the hoarders were female, almost half
were over 60 years old, single, divorced or widowed and
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lived alone. Hoarders also consistently
provide excuses when caught such as: an
intense love for the animals, the animals
are like their children, no one else
is able to take care of them, and
the fear that the animals would
be euthanized.

A multiple animal household
is quite different. The animals
are well taken care of and the
caregiver knows there is a limit
to how many they can adequately
care for.

Information

Researchers havenit found
the exact cause of hoarding,
but they link it with Obsessive
Compulsive Disorder (OCD). A disorder that, unfortunately,
doesnit respond well to psychotherapy and generally used
medications. The Hoarding of Animals Research Consortium
(H.A.R.C.) in Massachusetts offers several tips for friends
or family of a suspected hoarder. That information and
more on the subject of animal hoarding can be found at
www.tufts.edu/vet/cfa/hoarding/index.html.

Missy was rescued from an
Indianapolis animal hoarder
six years ago

1 Worth D, Beck AM (1981). Multiple ownership of animals in New York City.
Transactions and Studies of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, 3,:280-300.

The H.A.R.C. uses the following criteria to describe animal hoarding:

More than the typical number of companion animals

Inability to provide even minimal standards of nutrition, sanitation, shelter, and veterinary care, with
this neglect often resulting in starvation, iliness, and death

A Denial of the inability to provide this minimum care and the impact of that failure on the animals, the
household, and human occupants of the dwelling

Spay-Neuter Services of Indiana E2004






