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A Stitch in Time 

On November 13th, Spay- 
Neuter Services of Indiana 
received a generous grant of 
$25,000 from the Nina Mason 
Pulliam Charitable Trust.   
 The funds will be used 
to spay and neuter over 500 
cats and dogs in collaboration 
with Indianapolis Animal Care 
and Control, Lawrence Animal 
Control, and Southside Animal 
Shelter through SNSI’s Return 
to Owner (RTO) Program.  The 
RTO Program provides free 
spay and neuter surgeries for 
pets which are returned to 
owners from the shelters. 
 The RTO program also 
provides free spay surgeries to 
mommas of litters which are 
surrendered for adoption.  

SNSI Receives Grant to fund 500+ Spay/Neuter Surgeries 

 "The RTO program targets 
pet owners who are more likely to 
add to pet overpopulation," said 
SNSI President Judy Harvey.  "The 
funds received from the Nina 

Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust 
will allow SNSI to make a 
significant impact on pet 
overpopulation and help reduce 
the killing of unwanted dogs 
and cats." 
  SNSI was one of only 
five first-time awardees, and 
one of only three organizations 
that received grants to benefit 
animals.  
 The award presentation 
was held at  Shepherd 
Community, Inc., 4107 E. 
Washington Street.  "We 
welcome The Conservation 

Law Center, IU Foundation on 
behalf of IUPUI Solution Center, 
Second Starts, Spay-Neuter 
Services of Indiana, and Starfish 
Initiative to the Trust family of 
grantees," said Harriet M. Ivey, 
President and CEO of the Trust.  
 “It is through the support of 
our members and the communities 
that we serve that we are able to 
successfully apply for grants such 
as this,” said SNSI board member 
Cheri Storms.  “The Nina Mason 
Pulliam Charitable Trust looks not 
only at the mission and programs of  
applicant organizations, but also at 
the support that the organization 
receives from the public.  Without 
that support, SNSI would not be in 
a position to receive such a 
generous grant that will allow us to 
do so much for people and their 
pets.” 

Coming Soon:  
2007 February Program  

 

 February will be here before 
you know it, and that means it is 
time to start talking about our 
February Pet 
Overpopulation 
Program.   
 With the 
F e b r u a r y 
Program, SNSI 
and participating 
vets join together 
t o  p r o v i d e 
reduced-fee spay 
and neuter surgeries to all pet 
owners regardless of income. 
 W h i l e  t h e  l i s t  o f 
participating vets is different every 

year, vets from Marion County and 
many of the surrounding counties 
usually participate. 
 Fees for the spay or neuter 
surgeries typically run between $30 
and $60, depending on the type and 

sex of the pet.  
L o w  c o s t 
vaccinations are 
available with a 
spay or neuter. 
         Certificates 
will be available 
a r o u n d  t h e 
middle of January 
at select Central 

I n d i a n a  l o c a t i o n s ,  a t 
spayneuterservices.org, or by 
calling 317.767.7771. 
 

Central Indiana’s Leading Resource for Spay-Neuter Services 

How You Can Help 
 

¨ Help us get the word out: Tell your 
friends and family. 

¨ Do you know a Central Indiana 
business or public location that 
will display our February Certifi-
cates?  Ask them to call 
317.767.7771 to request a supply. 

SNSI President Judy Harvey (third from left) receives the grant 
award on the behalf of SNSI from Nina Mason Pulliam Trustees 
at the November 13th award ceremony. 

Thank YOU for your support! 
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Spay-Neuter Services of Indiana, Inc. is 
a nonprofit, all-volunteer organization 
supported by people who care. It was 
formed in 1977 to provide a solution to 
the pet overpopulation problem. 
 

Spay-Neuter Services 
of Indiana, Inc. 

Post Office Box 55917 
Indianapolis, IN 46205-0917 

 

www.spayneuterservices.org 
info@spayneuterservices.org 

 

Voice Mail 317.767.7771  
 

A Stitch in Time is published by  
Spay-Neuter Services  

of Indiana, Inc. 
 

Board of Directors 
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You’ve all heard it:  Just one 
pregnant cat and her offspring can 
produce 420,000 cats in just seven 
years.  But is it really true? 
 Recently, the Wall Street 
Journal Online “Numbers Guy”, 
Carl Bialik, addressed this question 
in an article entitled, appropriately 
enough, “How to Herd a Cat Stat”. 
 While the stat has been 
erroneously attributed 
to the Humane Society 
of the United States 
(HSUS), it seems that 
no one can say for 
certain who  the origi-
nator is.  But represen-
tatives from groups 
such as HSUS and the 
ASPCA say that it is 
almost certainly not 
true. 
 According 
to most opinions, 
“420,000 cats in 7 years” is a 
“theoretical” statistic that assumes 
all kittens born from the original 
cat live and breed continuously 
throughout their lives, and that just 
doesn’t happen.  In feral colonies, 
many kittens die before reaching 
maturity.  And even the kittens of 

cats owned by the most irresponsi-
ble owners do not all breed uncon-
trolled.  Many, if not most, are sur-
rendered to shelters or abandoned 
to die.  The lucky ones get spayed 
or neutered and find loving homes. 
 So, what is the “true” num-
ber?  Opinions quoted in the article 
range from 100 cats to 5000 cats in 
seven years. 

 The merits of 
using the different 
estimates can be de-
bated.  The 420,000 
number certainly has 
“shock value”, and 
that helps get people 
to act.  But it can lead 
to a sense of hopeless-
ness—that good ac-
tions are too easily 

cancelled out by a 
few irresponsible 
pet owners.  The 

lower estimates more clearly show 
how a small kindness—such as 
supporting SNSI—can make a real 
difference. 
 But whatever the true num-
ber is, even one unwanted cat is too 
many, and every spay or neuter 
does make a difference! 

Myth or Fact: 420,000 in 7 Years 

Can one cat really produce  
420,000  cats in just 7 years?   

Hair Ball 2006 Recap 
 

SNSI is grateful to once again have 
been the recipient of the Hair Ball 
Fundraiser.   
 The Hair Ball is an annual 
fundraiser which financially 
supports an Indiana-based non-
profit focused on finding homes for 
unwanted pets or solving the 
problem of pet overpopulation. 
 The event, held at the Irsay 
Pavilion in Carmel, featured great 
food, live music, celebrity guests, 
and a silent and live auction.   
 Thanks to the hard work of 
the Hair Ball committee and the 
support of those who attended, 
volunteered, and donated, the 2006 
Hair Ball has so far raised nearly 
$8,500 for SNSI.  With these funds, 
SNSI will be able to provide over 
170 spay or neuter surgeries!    
 Photos from the event can 
be found on SNSI’s website at: 
 

spayneuterservices.org/2006HairBall.htm 

Stacey Bogardus 
Verna Boggs 
Jeffrey Boldt 

Xandra Hamilton 
Judy Harvey 

Christine Jeschke 
Anne Maxwell 

McCabe 
Chris Pierce 
Cheri Storms 
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Did you know: 
Kittens can sometimes 
mate as young as four 
months of age.  While six 
months may be the more 
“typical” age of fertility, 
why take a chance? See page 4 if you would like to make a memorial donation 
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SNSI Spotlight: Friends of Indianapolis Dogs Outdoors  

SNSI has received a grant to 
expand the KIND News program.  
For several years, SNSI has 
sponsored classroom subscriptions 
to KIND News,  which are animal, 
environment, and human friendly 
educational tools.   
 The papers arrive monthly 
during the school year in class sets 
of 32 copies for teachers who want 
to emphasize the values of pet 
responsibi l i ty,  care of  the 
environment, and respect for  life.   

 KIND News is  published in  
vers i ons  f o r  grades  f rom 
kindergarten through grade six.   W e 
are now looking for teachers who 
would like to be sponsored for 
2007-2008.   
 If you know a teacher who 
teaches kindergarten through grade 
six, have him or her contact Judy 
Harvey at (317) 861-4007 for more 
information, to request a sample 
issue, or to sign up for KIND News.
  

 On November  13 th,  the 
Indianapolis/Marion County City-
County Council passed an important 
amendment to the Animal Code. 
 T h i s 
amendment, which 
takes effect on Jan. 
1, 2007, defines 
dangerous dogs and 
the penalties that 
owners of dangerous 
dogs can face.  SNSI 
is pleased to note 
that the dangerous 
dog amendments did not single out 
any particular breeds, but rather 
concentrated on actions, both by 
dogs and by owners.  SNSI is also 
pleased to note that the amendments 
call for violators of several 
ordinances related to the welfare and 

treatment of animals to have their 
dogs spayed or neutered. 
 We believe this will have a 
d e f i n i t e  i m p a c t  o n  p e t 

o v e r p o p u l a t i o n , 
because the violators 
of animal ordinances 
are also more likely 
to have pets that 
breed uncontrollably.   
 Also of note 
is an anti-tethering 
amendment that 
makes it unlawful to 

tether any animal between 11 pm 
and 6 am, or to tether any un-
sterilized dog at any time it is not 
being actively monitored.  This 
amendment provides both for the 
improved welfare of Indy animals, 
and reduction of breeding. 

Indianapolis Animal Ordinance Changes 

No one is happier about the new ant-
tethering amendment to the Indianapolis 
Animal Ordinance than Darcie Kurtz, who 
volunteers for Friends of Indianapolis Dogs 
Outdoors (F.I.D.O.), a group SNSI 
collaborates with to help local animals. 
 “FIDO”, Kurtz said, “is focused 
on helping people find alternatives to 
chaining their dogs and improving the lives 
of outside dogs in general.  We have 
established a partnership with Indianapolis 
Animal Care and Control whereby animal 
control officers often refer dog owners to 
FIDO for assistance with improving the 
quality of life of their outside dogs.”   
 “We offer guidance and dog 
supplies, such as dog houses, training crates, 
dog food, and fencing when available.  

However, any of our help is contingent 
upon the dogs being fixed.”   
 SNSI often helps fund spay/neuter 
surgeries referred through FIDO.   
 The calls for help that FIDO  
receives are likely to increase soon, and 
Kurtz says FIDO desperately needs help.   
 “We are a tiny all-volunteer group 
and we are typically overwhelmed with 
calls for help.  With the passage of this anti-
tethering ordinance, we will need more 
volunteer help.  If anyone is interested in 
helping us help outside dogs, please contact 
Michelle Pritchett at map32898@aol.com.”  
 

Visit FIDO on the Internet at 
www.fidoindy.org.  Contact Darcie at 

darcie.kurtz@sbcglobal.net. 

SNSI spent 
time at the 
Children’s 
Museum in 
September, 
sharing in-
f o rmat i on 
on spay/
neuter with 
m u s e u m -
goers.  Our 
ambassador 
for the day 
was Lex, a sweetheart of a Pit-Bull 
mix who was a big hit with the 
kids! 
 SNSI also attended the 
Masterpiece in a Day event in 
Fountain Square and the Cottage 
Home neighborhood festival near 
Downtown Indy, among others.   

 

We mentioned it before, and we 
w i l l  a ga in :  S NS I ’ s  30 t h 
Anniversary Celebration Dinner is 
coming up in May of 2007.  Details 
have not been finalized, but we 
want you all to join us for this 
important milestone.  Our next 
newsletter in March will have more 
details. 
 Reminder: We would like 
to find as many past board members 
or members since the inception of 
the group – 1977. Do you have any 
pictures of events, newspaper 
articles, SNSI flyers, brochures, 
materials or fundraiser paperwork? 
Can you help us locate past 
participants in SNSI? If so, please 
contact Board President, Judy 
Harvey at (317) 861-4007. 

On The Web: Do you know 
your rights and responsibilities as 

a pet owner? No? Visit us at:   
spayneuterserices.org/resources.htm 

 

And visit www.indygov.org/egov/
Council/home.htm to see the 

complete amendment to Indian-
apolis Animal Ordinance. 

SNSI Receives KIND News Grant 

We Want You…to tell us about 
your neighborhood block party 
or street festival. If we missed the 
event for 2006, we’d like to attend 
in 2007. Please contact Verna 
Boggs, Volunteer Coordinator, at 
verna@spayneuterservices.org or 
317.767.7771. 

Out and About: SNSI 
Community Activities 

SNSI 30th Anniversary 
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New Ways to Support SNSI! 

317.767.7771 
866.771.0358 (fax) 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

NONPROFIT ORG 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

INDIANAPOLIS, IN 
PERMIT NO. 455 

spayneuterservices.org 
info@spayneuterservices.org 
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Spread the 
word about 
Spay/Neuter 
w i t h  t h i s 
s imple but 
p o w e r f u l 
m e s s a g e !  
SNSI’s brand 
new exclusive 

t-shirt is available now.  The front 
graphic (pictured) reads:            

peace. love. spay. neuter. 
 

  The back graphic reads 
" s p a y n e u t e r s e r v i c e s . o r g 
317.767.7771". Our logo is on the 
sleeve. The shirt is 100% pre-shrunk 

cotton, available in various colors, 
short sleeve and long sleeve, and is a 
crew neck T-shirt.   
 

Order this or our other t-shirt 
styles online at : 
 

spayneuterserrvices.org/order.htm  
 
 Clear out your closet for a 
good cause!   Take your unwanted 
items to the NE Indy  i Sold It! eBay 
drop off store at  4901 E. 82nd St.  
and tell them the proceeds are for 
Spay-Neuter Services of Indiana, 
Inc.  Visit i-soldit.com to learn more 
about how it works, or call them at 
(317) 570-8476. 

Donate to SNSI…Help re-
duce companion animal overpopula-
tion with a donation to Spay-Neuter 
Services of Indiana, Inc. 
  
Spay-Neuter Services of Indiana, Inc. (SNSI) is 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Your dona-
tions are tax deductible to the greatest extent 
permitted by law.  Consult your tax advisor. 
 
Enclosed is my check for: $____________ 
�
Name _________________________ 
Address _______________________ 
City __________________________ 
State ______ Zip__________  
Phone #(s)______________________ 
Email___________@_____________ 
 

  This donation is in memory of: 
 

______________________________ 

(All memorials are published in the SNSI News-
letter and a memorial card sent to the family. ) 
Send memorial card to: 
Name _________________________ 
Address _______________________ 
City___________________________ 
/State _____ Zip_____________ 
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������������ SNSI�  P.O. Box 55917 

Indianapolis, IN 46205-0917  

Remembering SNSI… 
 A helping hand can be 
extended beyond your lifetime. 
Endowments and bequests enable 
SNSI to add services to our program 
of assisting limited-income families 
with the spaying-neutering of pets 
and to educate pet owners on the 

need to spay-neuter their pets. 
 If you wish to remember us 
in your will or life insurance policy, 
be sure to use our corporate name, 
Spay-Neuter Services of Indiana, 
Inc. This way you can be certain that 
the kindness of your lifetime will be 
perpetuated. 


