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A Stitch in Time 
SNSI’s 30th Annual Dinner Recap 

p  e  a  c  e  .   l  o  v  e  .   s  p  a  y  .   n  e  u  t  e  r  .  s m  

Spay-Neuter Services of Indiana’s 30th 
Anniversary dinner was held on May 9th 
at Maggiano’s Little Italy Restaurant on 
East 86th Street.  We had 80 attendees, 
including some of SNSI’s founders, 
members, and supporters, and 
representatives from other animal 
welfare groups. 
 
Our presentation included a recap of 
what we accomplished in 2006 and a 
walk down memory lane.  SNSI 

president Judy Harvey took attendees 
back to 1977 and what life was like for 
animals and the people who cared about 
them, setting the stage for the formation 
of Spay-Neuter Services of Indiana.  
With a narrative to accompany the 
pictures, newspaper articles and 
advertisements, and past literature, 
everyone at the annual dinner got a 
sense of just how far we have come in 
30 years. 
 

To cap the evening off, SNSI’s founders 
and long-time volunteers in attendance 
were presented with a “symbolic” gift of 
a pair of scissors, representing the spay 
and neuter surgeries their efforts and 
involvement with SNSI have made 
possible, as well as a very real gift of 
spay/neuter certificates, given to local 
groups in the names of these individuals 
that have meant so much to SNSI. 
 

Thanks to all our supporters 
for 30 great years! 

With the rash of dog bites in the news, we thought we would 
offer our readers a few tips on how to avoid trouble.  The vast 
majority of bites come from dogs that are not altered, so 
please have your dog spayed or neutered, and encourage 
your friends, family, and neighbors to do so as well.  In 
addition, consider the following tips from the Indiana 
Veterinary Medical Association (www.invma.org). 
 

�  Never leave a small child or baby unattended with a pet - 
even a familiar one. 

�  Teach children how to play safely with animals.  Never 
tease or bother a cat or dog - especially those with 
babies, sleeping, on a leash, or behind a fence. 

�  Teach children to avoid all stray and unfamiliar animals. 
�  Always have an adult owner introduce the child to a new 

animal. 
 

�  Teach children to "Be a Tree" if approached by a strange 
dog.  
¨ Stand still with hands at your sides - do not run or 

scream. 
¨ Look straight ahead; avoid eye contact - some dogs 

feel threatened. 
¨ Do not move until the animal is gone.  Tell an adult 

what happened.  If you do not move, the dog will lose 
interest and leave. 

¨ If a dog knocks you to the ground, curl up in a ball -- 
protect your face, neck and head. 

�  If attacked, offer the dog a book, jacket or backpack to 
chew on. 

�  Teach children always to ask permission before petting 
an animal. 

�  Remember:  Animals do not think like people.  
�  Know whom to call ahead of time.  

Dog Bite Prevention 

Christine Jeschke, on the right, presents symbolic gifts to (from left to right) Velda Boenitz, Judy Harvey, Ginny Kingsbury, and Joyce Crowell 
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 Spay-Neuter Services of Indiana, 
Inc. is a nonprofit, all-volunteer 

organization supported by people 
who care. It was formed in 1977 to 

provide a solution to the pet 
overpopulation problem. 

 

Spay-Neuter Services 
of Indiana, Inc. 

Post Office Box 55917 
Indianapolis, IN 46205-0917 

 

www.spayneuterservices.org 
info@spayneuterservices.org 

 

Voice Mail 317.767.7771  
 

A Stitch in Time is published by  
Spay-Neuter Services  

of Indiana, Inc. 
© 2007 All Rights Reserved. 

 
 

Board of Directors 
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Annual Nut Sale 
 
SNSI will once again be selling 
several varieties of Terri Lynn 
nuts and candies!   
 
Look for our annual Nut Sale 
order form in the next 
newsletter, coming out at the 
end of August. 
 

2007 Hair Ball 
 
The date for the Third Annual 
Hair Ball Fundraiser has been 
set!   
 
SNSI is thrilled to once again 
be the recipient of the funds 
raised by this great event!  
 
Mark your calendars for 
Saturday, September 22, 
2007, and get ready to have a 
great time!  The Hair Ball will 
once again be held at Irsay 
Pavilion, in Carmel, and will be 
held from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.   
 
For more information, visit 
www.indyhairball.org. 

Stacey Bogardus 
Verna Boggs 
Jeffrey Boldt 

Xandra Hamilton 
Judy Harvey 

Christine Jeschke 
Anne Maxwell 

McCabe 
Chris Pierce 
Cheri Storms 

SNSI needs you: Volunteer Opportunities 
SNSI needs volunteers to help us in 
various capacities.  If you are interested 
in learning more about SNSI and helping 
us spread the word about our programs 
and the importance of spaying and 
neutering animals, please consider 
volunteering at our community 
events.  No experience required!  You 
will be with one of our board members or 
an experienced volunteer and will be 
able to participate at your own comfort 
level.   
 

We are also looking for the right person 
or people to fill the following volunteer 
positions: 
 

Voicemail Coordinator: We need 
someone to retrieve SNSI’s voicemail, 

log and handle all messages, and mail 
information packets.  The great thing 
about this opportunity is that it can be 
done from anywhere.  Regular access to 
a phone, internet, and email are 
required, but no experience is 
necessary.  We will give you the training, 
materials, and support you need. 
 

Vet/Clinic Liaison:  SNSI is looking for 
someone to serve as primary contact to 
private practice veterinary clinic staff.  
Ideally, we would like someone with 
clinic experience who is knowledgeable 
about spay/neuter. 
 

Contact us at: 
info@spayneuterservices.org or 
317.767.7771 to learn more. 

Indy Pit Crew is fighting cruelty and 
prejudice.  This Indiana 501c3 evolved 
from a desire to address the 
difficult issues facing the 
misunderstood American Pit Bull 
Terrier in and around 
Indianapolis.  Learn more about 
this hard-working group at 
www.indypitcrew.org. 
 

Recently, Stacey Coleman and 
Darcie Kurtz approached SNSI to 
tell us about their continued plans 
going door to door in Center Township to 
encourage pet owners to spay/neuter 
their pets.  They are leaving no one 

behind!  Even though their focus is on 
the pit bull, they encourage surgeries for 

the family cat as well as all dog 
breeds.  In the next 365 days, 
Indy Pit Crew plans to 
spay/neuter over 300 pit bulls; 
SNSI is proudly sponsoring 
them in this endeavor. 
 

As you will have read on page 
one of this newsletter, any dog 
who is spayed or neutered is 
less likely to bite.   

 

In addition to their website, Indy Pit Crew 
can be reached at 317-592-9614 or 
info@indypitcrew.org. 

SNSI Spotlight: Indy Pit Crew 

See page 4 if you would like to make a memorial donation 

Upcoming events 
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What to do if you have lost a pet…  
 

· Immediately and thoroughly search the 
area where your pet was lost.  Ask 
neighbors, delivery workers, and postal 
carriers in the area to be on the lookout 
for your pet and to contact you if it is 
seen. 

· Call and visit these two Indianapolis 
area animal shelters. Stray animals are 
received daily and held for 4 days. 
Strays are then either put up for 
adoption, euthanized, or sent away 
with an animal rescue organization. 

 
Indianapolis Animal Care and Control (IACC) 

2600 S. Harding St., Indianapolis 
(317) 327-1397 

M-F: 10a-6p, Wed:10a-7p, Sat: 10a–4p 
http://www.indygov.org/eGov/City/DPS/ACCD/ 

Services/lost.htm 
 

Humane Society of Indianapolis (HSI) 
7929 N. Michigan Rd, Indianapolis 

(317) 872-5650, ext 109 
T-F: 12p-7p, Sat: 10a - 6p, Sun: 12p-4p 

http://www.indyhumane.org/animals/
lostfound.htm 

· Submit your pet’s information in the 
Lost and Found database at the HSI. 

· Check the Star classifieds Lost and 
Found section and check the area 
where you lost your pet, including vet 
offices, for notices placed by a person 
who might have found your pet. 

· A microchip or ID tag will improve the 
chances of being reunited with your 
pet. 

 

What to do if you have found a 
friendly stray dog…  

· If the dog has ID tags - call the owner 
right away. 

· No ID tags - take it to a vet or an 
animal shelter to have it scanned for a 
microchip. 

· No microchip - take to HSI for a $20 
surrender fee or to IACC for no fee. 

· If you decide to take the dog into your 
home - be sure to submit the dog’s 
information in the Lost and Found 
database at HSI. 

· Check the Star classifieds Lost and 
Found section and check the area 
where you found the dog, including vet 
offices, for signs placed by the owner. 

· If the owner cannot be located, you 
may either keep the dog or try to find 
another home by referring to http://
www.indiana-paw.com/indianadb.htm 
to locate a rescue group in the area 
that may be able to help you find a new 
home for the dog. 

 

What to do if you have found an 
unfriendly stray dog…  

· Call IACC right away at (317) 327-
MAC during business hours or call 
(317) 327-1397 on the weekends. 

· An animal control officer will be sent 
out within 24 hours, sooner if the 
animal is a threat to public safety. 

 

What to do if you have found a 
stray cat…  

· Call IndyFeral at (317) 596-2300. 

· IndyFeral will help you determine if the 
cat is feral (wild) or tame and will 
provide guidance on the best course of 
action for the cat. 

In December 2006 and January 2007, 
Move to ACT, a local animal welfare 
watchdog organization, 
asked this question of 
Marion County veterinary 
clinics.  The answers 
resulted in an amazingly 
wide price range: $30 - 
$444.  Why so different?  
Well, part of it has to do 
with the other services that 
often go along with the 
surgery: exam fee, blood 
work, pain medications, 
antibiotics, and follow-up 
visit.  Some clinics build 
some or all of those services into the 
price and some charge separately.  
Some are required and some are not.  
Move to Act asked what was included 
and what was extra, so when you see 
their chart you will be able to tell.   
Even with those other services 

factored in, there are some great 
deals available.  There are options out 

there that fit almost 
every budget, so there 
is really no excuse for 
responsible Central 
Indiana residents to 
delay that spay (or 
neuter). 
 
Move to Act points out 
that the prices may 
have changed, and of 
course there are 
considerations other 
than price when 

evaluating veterinary services, but 
when it comes right down to it, it pays 
to shop around.  We have a link to the 
Move to ACT spay/neuter survey on 
our website:  
 

www.spayneuterservices.org 

What does it cost to spay or neuter a dog in Marion  County? 

What to do if you lose or find a pet 

Out and About: SNSI  
Community Activities 

How much to snip that doggy in 
the window? 

SNSI is always trying to reach people 
who need spay/neuter assistance by 
thinking outside of the box.  This means 
we don’t only go to pet-related events, 
but we try to think about where our 
prospective clients might be—and then 
go there.   
 

Recently, our programs have had a 
presence at events such as employee 
safety fair, neighborhood yard sales, and 
various block parties and community 
fairs.  SNSI even held a booth at a well-
attended car show on the west side of 
Indianapolis.   
 

Our goal is to go places and meet 
people who otherwise might not have 
thought about spay/neuter on that 
day.  We know that just being visible in 
the community gets people thinking 
about spay/neuter, and that helps 
prevent unwanted litters and helps more 
pets to be healthier for life.   
 

Does it work? Yes, it does! Not long ago 
SNSI received a spay/neuter assistance 
application from a person who noted that 
they learned about SNSI… at a car 
show! 
 

We can always use some help staffing 
these community events, or just come 
out and see us.  Please contact  
Verna Boggs, Volunteer Coordinator, at 
verna@spayneuterservices.org or 
317.767.7771 if you would like to help or 
to suggest an event. 
 
Upcoming community events: 
July 12: Indianapolis Metropolitan Police 
Department (IMPD) Community Day 
August 25: Feast of Lanterns 
September 29: Pathway’s Community 
Day  
 

Details at: 
www.spayneuterservices.org/news.htm 
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317.767.7771 (voicemail) 
866.771.0358 (fax) 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

NONPROFIT ORG 
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INDIANAPOLIS, IN 
PERMIT NO. 455 

www.spayneuterservices.org 
info@spayneuterservices.org 
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Donate to SNSI… Help reduce 
companion animal overpopulation 

with a donation to Spay-Neuter 
Services of Indiana. 

Spay-Neuter Services of Indiana, Inc. (SNSI) is 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  

Your donations are tax deductible to the greatest extent 
permitted by law.  Consult your tax advisor. 

 

Enclosed is my check for: $________________ 

Name _________________________ 

Address _______________________ 

City ___________________________ 

State ______ Zip__________  

Phone #(s)______________________ 
Email 
_____________@________________ 
�  This donation is in memory of: 
______________________________ 

All memorials are published in the SNSI 
Newsletter and a memorial is sent to the family. 
Send memorial card to: 
Name _________________________ 

Address _______________________ 

City ___________________________ 

State ______ Zip__________  
Be sure to complete your info as well. 

Return to:  SNSI�  P.O. Box 55917 
Indianapolis, IN 46205-0917  

Remembering SNSI…  
A helping hand can be extended beyond your lifetime. Endowments and 
bequests enable SNSI to add services to our program of assisting limited-income 
families with the spaying-neutering of pets and to educate pet owners on the 
need to spay-neuter their pets. 
 

If you wish to remember us in your will or life insurance policy, be sure to use our 
corporate name, Spay-Neuter Services of Indiana, Inc. This way you can be 
certain that the kindness of your lifetime will be perpetuated. 

SNSI Celebrates 10 years of KIND News Sponsorships 
 

Ten years ago Spay-Neuter Services of 
Indiana decided to participate in the 
KIND News Adopt-a-Classroom 
Program for the first 
time.  The objective 
of the program is to 
teach children in 
grades kindergarten 
through six the value 
of compassion for 
animals, the 
environment, and 
each other.  Each 
sponsored classroom 
receives a set of newspapers every 
month throughout the school year.  This 
worthwhile program has proven to be 
educationally sound, creative, and 
informative, and SNSI has continued to 

sponsor classrooms ever since.  The 
first year SNSI sponsored 34 
classrooms.  From 1997 until 2007 the 
subscription sponsorships have 

gradually grown.  Next year 
SNSI will be sponsoring 
440 classroom sets.  SNSI 
is proud to have helped 
bring the message of 
humane education and pet 
responsibility to thousands 
of school children through 
the KIND News program!  

If you know a teacher who 
teaches kindergarten through grade six, 
have him or her contact Judy Harvey at 
(317) 861-4007 for more information, to 
request a sample issue or to sign up for 
KIND News. 

Wait...Don’t recycle this newsletter 
just yet.  Isn’t there someone you 
know that would like to read it? 

Pass it on!   


