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Fit Fido Help yourself by being active.  Help a 

shelter dog by giving them some time outside of the 
shelter.  Without regular exercise and 
socialization, shelter/caged animals lose 
their ñadoptability.ò 
 Visit www.walkahound.org  
click on Get Involved 
 Walk a Hound, Lose a Pound 
seeks to provide physical and social 
activity for the benefit of humans and shelter dogs. 
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The annual SNSI meeting 
has come and gone.  The meeting was 
truly a gathering of friends and colleagues 
with a mix of wine and cheese. 

The meeting began with Juli Erhart-
Graves, SNSI president, discussing some 
of the big changes and challenges for 
SNSI in the past year and the upcoming 
year.  One of the biggest points is the 
SNSI wish list.  We need help with: a vet 
liaison, membership coordinator, database 
manager, volunteer coordinator, Spanish 
speaking volunteer, or Hair Ball committee 
members. The annual meeting also 
included a story of how SNSI helped one 
individual, and how that help came back 
full circle. 
 The meeting is a great opportunity 
to become involved in animal welfare.  If 
that describes you, please email us at 
info@spayneuterservices.org  or call at 
317-767-7771. 

Saving Money, Saving Lives  
New report published February 2009 
Saving Money, Saving Lives: Spay -Neuter Solutions for 
Indianapolis  
A discussion of public safety, animal welfare and 
neighborhood quality of life. 
Download the report, contributed in part by Christine 
Jeschke, SNSI board member, on the homepage of the 
SNSI website www.spayneuterservices.org  

 Rebecca Chaplin, now a board member of SNSI, spoke at our Annual Meeting about how she found 
SNSI.  She was a college sophomore and uneducated in the resources of animal welfare.  On a whim, she 
bought a puppy from Uncle Billôs Pet Supply stores. When she got the dog home, she realized the dog had 
kennel cough (that was soon to be pneumonia), fleas, and was covered in urine.  Uncle Billôs provides a ñ30 
day guaranteeò on all pets that are bought there. After her first month with the dog, that included vet trips, and 
financing the dog for a ridiculous amount, extra money to have the dog fixed was not an option.  However, 
Rebecca did feel passionately that the dog needed to be fixed, because while one dog could be expensive, 

she knew that puppies would be far more than she was able to afford. 
IndyTailôs magazine arrived where she saw an ad for Spay-Neuter Services of Indiana. She sent her money order and 

application in, received her SNAP goldenrod certificate and scheduled the dog to be fixed at a nearby private veterinarian who 
then became the dogôs solitary vet.  Rebecca felt she needed to be able to repay SNSI for how they helped her.  Knowing she 
could not afford to help support the organization financially, she thought she could help apply her skills and talents as a 
production assistant and graphic designer.  Rebecca then came to last yearôs annual SNSI meeting looking to become involved. 
After helping the organization put a few projects together, volunteering at local events, and keeping the organizationôs advertising 
under one consistent theme, the board felt that Rebecca would be a good fit. In the past year, Rebecca has helped to further the 
SNSI mission and educate herself on the benefits of adoption and other animal resource options.  She has recently adopted her 
second dog from A.R.P.O. and both dogs are fixed and healthy! 

mailto:info@spayneuterservices.org
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Spay-Neuter Services of Indiana, Inc. is a 
nonprofit, all-volunteer organization 

supported by people who care. It was 
formed in 1977 to provide a solution to 

the unnecessary killing of cats and dogs. 
 

Spay-Neuter Services  
of Indiana, Inc.  

Post Office Box 55917  

Indianapolis, IN 46205 -0917 

www.spayneuterservices.org  
info@spayneuterservices.org  

 

Voice Mail 317.767.7771  
 

A Stitch in Time is published by  
Spay-Neuter Services  

of Indiana, Inc. 
© 2008 All Rights Reserved. 

Board of Directors  

BSL Statement  
 As a collective step 
toward opposing any breed-
specific legislation (BSL) in 
Indianapolis, SNSI signed a 
document written by the 
Humane Society of 
Indianapolis which states, in 
part, that we ñrecognize the 
importance of addressing the 
problem of dangerous dogs, 
and believe that effective 
enforcement of laws holding 
owners of all dog breeds 
accountable for the actions of 
their animals will prove to be 
more successful than BSL in 
reducing the number of severe 
dog bites in and around 
Indianapolis.ò 

By Margot Finot and Ginny 
Kingsbury In Memory of Marian 
Osbourne's beloved dog Mai-Tai 
By Dr. Rachel Anderson In 

Memory of Jill Hoffmanõs "Rue" 
By Misty Coryell In Memory of 

Charlotte Tom 
By Fritz and Jody Lamprey In 

Memory of so special and sweet 
little Kadi; Loved and adored by 
Judy and Mel Goldstein 
By Dr. Rachel Anderson In 

Memory of  Kate Gressõ "Oscar" 
By Xandra Hamilton In Memory of 

Bradley a great dog belonging to 
Jody Gassert 
By Dr. Don Nesler and Russell 

Lind In Memory of Mai-Tai 
Wonderful Companion of Marian 
Osbourne 
By Sue Staton In Memory of 

Marian Osborn's Dear Mai Tai 
In Memory of Juli Erhart Graves 

grandfather, Bernard C. Erhart By 
Bonnie Struck, Grace Worley, 
Audrey Waugh, Juli Erhart-Graves, 
and Elizabeth Baierwalter 
By Barbara Wightman In Memory 

of Tony; loved dog of Carol Barber 
and Nancy Bush 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SNSI remembers  
long -time supporter 
Dolores Mullenholz, 
especially supportive during 
our nut sale, who passed 
away on April 14. 

Remembering Special 
Friends, Family, and Pets  

Current Program Reference  
 SNSI Board is working 
365 days a year to bring 
affordable, easy-to-use and 
convenient spay/neuter 
programs for cats and dogs to 
Central Indiana. 
 Some programs are 
during specific times of the 
year and others are year-
round. Below we highlight the 
spay/neuter program SNSI is 
promoting at this time: 

SNSI's Spay Neuter  
Assistance Program (SNAP)  
To qualify for assistance, you 

must meet the income 
guidelines shown on the SNAP 

Application or qualify due to 
considerations other than 

income (see the application for 
considerations). Under this 

SNAP Program, the cost of the 
spay or neuter procedure for 
your cat or dog will be $20. 

Download from website 
www.spayneuterservices.org 

or call  
Voice Mail 317.767.7771  

to receive  by mail. 

Shelly Bingle 
Verna Boggs 
Jeffrey Boldt 

Rebecca Chaplin 
Juli Erhart-Graves  
Xandra Hamilton 

Christine Jeschke 
Mike Kyle 

Anne Maxwell- 
McCabe 

Cheri Storms 

Tomorrowôs 
DVM 

 Caring for owned pets 
versus caring for shelter pets ï 
there is a 
difference. 
 A new 
program at 
Purdue 
Universityôs 
School of 
Veterinary Medicine will focus on 
helping animals in shelters.  
Shelter animals have needs 
beyond the treatment and 
prevention of disease such as 
behavioral care, rehabilitation and 
the issue of pet homelessness.   
 The program, new as of 
January 2009, is helped along 
with a grant from Maddieôs Fund.  
Students in this program will 
conduct externships at two 
collaborating shelters; one of 
which is our local Humane 
Society of Indianapolis and the 
other shelter is located in 
Chicago. 
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Linda Webberôs  
Life Centered on 
Service to Others  

 
SNSI lost a friend in 

February with the passing of 60-
year-old Linda Jo Webber of 
Carmel. Linda will be sorely 
missed by her family and friends 
and by the all the people and 
animals she touched through her 
kindness and volunteer work. 

If you have attended the 
Hair Ball fundraiser, Linda served 
as a volunteer, along with 
husband Al, daughter Kylene and 
young grandson Alex. Even when 
she was weak from the cancer 
that she battled during the last 
four years of her life, she 
volunteered at the bake sale table 
with a smile and the positive 
attitude that epitomized her 
outlook on life. 

In an e-mail to friends from 
Linda prior to her passing, she 
related that ñit was always my 
belief that my purpose on this 
earth was to leave the world a bit 
better place.ò 

Two Important Dates on the  
SNSI Fundraising Calendar  

 Hair Ball 2009  
A benefit for Spay-Neuter 
Services of Indiana, Inc. 
Saturday, October 3, 2009    
2 pm to 5:30 pm 
At The Robert Irsay  
Charity Pavilion 
116th Street and Ditch Road,  
Carmel, Indiana 
More information: 
www.IndyHairBall.org  

 And, as Jay Leno 
moves into his next stage of 
life, we fondly remember when 
our nut sale made his 
ñHeadlinesò segment of the 
Tonight Show.  ñLook at this é 
óFund Raising. Spay-Neuter 
Services of Indiana is selling 
various nuts through October 
éô ñ   Watch for the nut sale 
order form in the next SNSI 
Newsletter and on the SNSI 
Website, around  
September 1st, and be a part 
of this nationally-recognized 
fundraiser! 

Definition of 
DOG from 

NCRC 

 The National Canine 
Research Council defines a  
resident dog as being maintained 
outside of the home (on chains, in 
kennels or in yards) or is obtained 
for negative functions (guarding, 
fighting, protection, or breeding 
for financial gain).  Recognizing 
the environment in which a 
resident dog lives is vital to 
understanding their behavior. 
 A family dog lives inside 
the home and is afforded the 
opportunity to learn appropriate 
behaviors through interaction with 
people, toddlers, cats, the shrubs, 
or even the vacuum on a daily 
basis.  The same statement 
applies; recognizing the 
environment in which a family dog 
lives is vital to understanding their 
behavior. 
www.nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com  

A few people your 
donations to SNSI 
have helped this 
quarter  
 

A not-for-profit 
organizationôs house cat 

A family of four in Bedford 
currently living on 
unemployment 

A pet owner who had a 
stroke and can no longer 
work 

A compassionate man who 
has been caring for a stray 
dog found at his workplace  

Puppy Mill Bill 
Through 
Senate  

 House Bill 1468, which 
was mentioned in our previous 
newsletter, came through the 
Senate with the strong anti-
cruelty language intact.  The 
bill is definitely an excellent 
first step towards stopping the 
suffering of dogs in puppy mills 
in Indiana.  Learn more about 
improvements still needed in 
the bill at either 
www.petshoppuppies.org or 
the Humane Society of the 
United States 
(www.hsus.org ). 
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SNSI Fundraisers  

Purdue DVM Program  

Dog Definition  

INSIDE: 

Wait...Donôt recycle this newsletter 
just yet. Isnôt there someone you 
know who would like to read it? 

Pass it on!   

SNSI Spotlight:  
Southside Animal Shelter  

 You wouldnôt know it by 
driving by, but Southside Animal 
Shelter (SSAS) makes a big 
difference in the lives of dogs and 
cats in Indianapolis.  
 
 SSAS has been located at 
1614 West Edgewood Avenue 
since 1995. Since then, 
thousands of dogs and cats have 
found loving homes because of 
the work of SSAS. Over 90% of 
those dogs and 
cats that have 
passed 
through the 
shelter have 
come from 
Indianapolis 
Animal Care 
and Control. 
Almost all were 

considered ñat riskò 
with a high probability 
of not surviving 
Animal Care and 
Control.  
  
 Rosie Ellis, 
founder of SSAS, 
along with staff and 
volunteers see that 
the animals at the 
shelter have their 

basics needs met, along 
with the veterinary care 
needed for healthy dogs 
and cats. In addition, 
they go the extra mile to 
provide a loving 
environment. 
  
 SSAS regularly 
offers pets for adoption 

at the Castleton, Cherry Tree, 
Greenwood and Traderôs Point 
PetSmart locations. All pets 
placed for adoption are current on 
vaccinations, micro chipped and 
spayed/neutered. 
  
 Keep up the great work 
Southside Animal Shelter! 


